katherine allen smith in a series of three dream-visions. In accordance with the archangel's wishes, Aubert directed that the fi rst oratory on the island be built not in any style then usual in Merovingian Francia, but on the model of Monte Gargano , a fi fth-century grotto-church dedicated to Saint Michael in the faraway Apulia region of southeastern Italy. Monte Gargano was famed as a cave roughly hollowed out of a mountainside and consecrated by Saint Michael's own hands, and claimed the further distinction of possessing the only relics of the archangel known to exist on earth, in the form of his scarlet pallium and angelic footprints impressed into the grotto's fl oor. The Apulian grotto thus offered itself as a fi tting archetype for a fl edgling shrine dedicated to Saint Michael; by the time of the Revelatio's composition, the story of Monte Gargano 's miraculous foundation was a well known liturgical text throughout Francia, widely read on the feast of the shrine's dedication every May 8.
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The anonymous author of the Revelatio tells us that, at the archangel's own instigation, Aubert sent a party of clerics to Southern Italy to bring back fragments of both of Monte Gargano's famed relics, which were duly installed in the Neustrian church upon its completion. The abbot of Monte Gargano was said to have given the relics to Aubert 's delegates on the condition that, "as [the two shrines] had been united on account of an angelic revelation, they might always be connected by a bond of affection."
